18 Main Street, East Berlin 


1891 


Dr. George Lawrence (1857-1924) & Carrie (1865-1937). 
He was a farmer. 


Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 077 


1891 George Lawrence current owner: Louis & Anne Tamiso — Victorian 


George W. Lawrence, a farmer with considerable East Berlin holdings 


inherited from his father Alexander’P. Lawrence, acquired this house 
in the early 1890s. At the time, East Berlin was expanding ravidly 
_(continued) 


Due to the success of the Berlin Iron Bridge Company. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 
1891 Elizabeth Tamiso Trust 


Genealogy 


Dr. George Lawrence (1857-1924), son of Alexander Lawrence and 


Catherine Gallagher was born in Farmington. He married in 1891 to Carrie (1865-1937). They had 2 
children, only one, Etta, lived to adulthood. He was a farmer with considerable land holdings inherited 
from his father. In 1880 the family lived at 18 Main Street, East Berlin. In 1886 the family moved to 
228 Grove Street, East Berlin. They were buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION bm Tg | i 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 : 


¢( OISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY 
FS eT ES C)s Cor |) Actos 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


George W. Lawrence House (2) 


2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY 


z 
o 
4 b NO NUMBER (and- ur location) 
Py} 18 Main Street 17-2/148/4 
it [a-OwneRTs) 
st Tamiso, Louis W. & Anne L. " "East Berlin 06023 (Jeune KX] priv: 
3 (Present) (historic) 
r Residence Residence 

6. EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE . EXPLAIN 

‘ACCESSIBILITY 

(X] ves (neo DC ves [X)no 
Cote OF BUILDIN D OF CO RUCTIO 
Victorian Vernacular ec. 1891 


RIALIS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 


- h 
fk) Clapboord ia} Asbestos Siding (X) Brick O foeecity 
foundation 


ik) Wood Shingle OD Asphalt Siding (3) Fieldstone 


E} Boord & Batten O Stucco 0 Cobblestone 


Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding ery Type: 
. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


( ig] Wood frame 0D Post and beam ie balloon 


O Load bearing masonry O Structural iron or steel 


O Other (Specify) 
10. ROOF (Type) 


Xx] Goble DO Flot Oj Mansord fl Monitor 0 sawtooth 
kJ Gombrel O Shed OD Hip OD Round em 


z 
=} 
5 (Material) 
= Roll 
0 Oo Wood Shingle 0 Asphalt ie Tin 0 Slate [X) Goble end to the street 
w Other 
a () Asphalt shingle O Built up O Tile (Specify) C Ridge parallel to the street 
11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
23 27° x At 
ONDITION (Structural) (haters) 
’ 
O Excellent Kk] Good O Fair oO Deteriorated a Excellent x) Good a Foir oO Deteriorated 
V3. INTEGRITY (Lene ation) (Alterations) IF YES, EXPLAIN ? 
te) iginol y w-% 
= ces LJimeves OJ Yes [A] No i? 
REL D OUTBUILDINGS OR LAND P URES ¥ 
DO Barn a Shed XK) Garage OD Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 


is} oe O Shop OD Garden 


1§. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT . 
O Open lond pee k) Residential DO Scattered buildings visible from site 


Indus- 
a Nesrenererst ‘rial (J Rural 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 


Among other 19th-century houses of varying styles and details. 


k) High building density 


! aT 
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a 7 DATE 
Historic Resource Consultants | 12/84 
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PHOTO 


55 Van Dyke 


$3). Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


This house has a three-bay facade with a left entry. The one-story, 
shallow-roofed porch wraps around the left corner to meet a full- 
height ell. The porch has turned posts and pilasters, a molded rail, 
a geometric stickwork railing, and a cut-out slat apron. The frieze 
is composed of pernendicular spindles with orbs at intersections; 
there is a pedimented peak with an applied sunburst design centered 
over the entry. The entry has an original door with one large light 
over panels; windows have plain board surrounds and are fitted with 
1-over-1 sash. The front and left gables both have a dentil course 
across the rakes, fishscale shingles, paired attic lights, and 
lattice-work decorations at the peaks. Simple jigsawn brackets at 
“the rakes support vergeboards with simple rectilinear patterns; 
exposed rafters have curved ends. To the rear of the left (continued) 


Le ETE, ‘sane 


mI ORICAL OR RCHI U a 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


The George W. Lawrence house is significant as an unusually fine and 
well-preserved example of the Victorian Vernacular style. Victorian 
Vernacular houses draw their visual appeal from the extensive use 

of wood ornamentation, made affordable by 19th-century advances in 
wood-shaping technology. While this is not a large house, it retains 
an unusually large array of ornamental woodwork, including the apron, 
railing, and frieze of the porch and the decorative shingles, dentils, 
panels and vergeboard found on the gable peaks. In basic plan, the 
house is an example of one of the most common building types of the 
19th century: the gable-and-ell house sometimes known as the 


“Homestead.” 


SIGNIFICANCE 


George W. Lawrence, a farmer with considerable East Berlin holdings 
inherited from his father Alexander’P. Lawrence, acquired this house 


in the early 1890s. At the time, East Berlin was expanding ravidly 
(continued) 


1900 Census 
Berlin Land Records 68:207 (1924) 


'CES 


George W. Lawrence House 

17. (continued): 

ell is an extension of the porch; it is similar to the front porch 
but lacks the elaborate frieze. : 

19. (continued): 

due to the success of the Berlin Iron Bridge Company. 


